
T he reintroduction of the wolf to Scotland 
has been discussed and written about many 
times in the past few years, especially 

since their successful restoration to the Rocky 
Mountains in the USA in the mid 1990s. However, 
the idea has been met somewhat predictably with 
scorn from many people, especially those in rural 
areas concerned about negative impacts on 
livestock and threats to human safety. If we are 
seriously to discuss the reintroduction of a large 

carnivore to Britain, surely we should look instead 
towards the considerably less problematic lynx, a 
species that has in recent decades been returned 
with relatively little fuss to several human-
modified landscapes in western and central Europe.  
 
Eurasian lynx once lived the length and breadth of 
Britain. Their bones have been found at several 
Scottish sites and the species was known to 
medieval Gaels as ‘Lugh’, the name given to the 
Celtic god of light. The lynx is a solitary ambush 
hunter of small woodland deer, and requires very 
large areas, mainly of forest, to survive. Given 
Britain’s history of early and severe forest 
clearance, depriving the species of its food and 
hunting cover, it is perhaps not surprising the 
species became extinct here. However, with 
reafforestation over the twentieth century and the 
strong recovery of woodland deer populations, 
conditions for lynx are now better in Scotland than 
they have been for many centuries. They don’t 
require pristine wilderness, as their presence in 
areas of Europe much more densely populated than 
most of Scotland testifies. They would be as at 
home in a commercial Sitka spruce plantation, 
picking off non-native sika deer, as they would be 
in a Caledonian wood hunting red deer calves and 
roe deer. Indeed, PhD research I completed at 
Aberdeen University shows that suitable habitat 
and prey are now so abundant that a viable lynx 
population could be supported across much of 
mainland Scotland. 
 
In some parts of Europe, lynx control low-density 
roe populations. A lynx typically kills and eats 50-
60 roe deer in a year. Research from the Swiss 
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Alps, however, where roe and chamois densities 
are high, shows that lynx can have a significant 
effect on populations of herbivores, not by 
dramatically reducing their population size, but 
rather by changing prey behaviour. During the 
lynx’s 100-year absence there, roe deer and 
chamois clustered at high densities in areas of good 
feeding. After reintroduction the lynx population 
expanded into new areas and were attracted to 
these honeypots of predator-naïve prey, where they 
exerted intense predation pressure that drove down 
locally high prey densities. After a while, however, 
the prey adapted to the presence of the new 
predator by spreading themselves more evenly 
through the landscape, 
which allowed their 
populations to recover. 
H o w e v e r ,  t h i s 
redistribution of prey 
resulted in much-reduced 
densi t i es  o f  l a rge 
herbivores at  their 
favoured feeding sites, 
such as in young 
plantations and areas of 
regenerating woodland. 
Lynx home range size had 
to expand considerably in 
order to meet their food 
requirements. 
 
As is seen from right 
across Europe, lynx also 
routinely kill foxes, 
natural predation on which ceased to be 
commonplace in Scotland centuries ago. In one 
intensive study in Switzerland, the feeding remains 
of 29 tracked lynx were recorded over ten years. Of 
over 600 individual prey animals, only one 
capercaillie was killed, yet 37 foxes had 
succumbed to lynx predation, suggesting that 
ground-nesting birds might actually benefit from 
having lynx in the ecosystem. 
 
Although extremely wary of humans, and therefore 
very difficult to see, lynx are undoubtedly beautiful 
and charismatic creatures. The opportunity exists to 
use the lynx as an icon of wildness, which can help 
to sell an area for nature-based tourism. This has 

recently been achieved in the Harz Mountains of 
Central Germany where, since reintroduction, 
authorities and businesses have moved quickly to 
utilise the lynx as a marketing tool. There is an 
increased perception among visitors, invited to 
experience “Incredible wilderness in the Kingdom 
of the Lynx”, that the area is wild and beautiful 
because the wild and beautiful lynx now lives there 
once again.  
 
The chairman of the national tourism agency, 
VisitScotland, stated that he felt that discussion of 
the reintroduction of large carnivores to Scotland 
was a “hugely positive development”. By being 

similarly marketed in 
Scotland, especially to 
UK v i s i to r s  who 
represent the leading 
market for Scottish 
tourism, reintroduced 
lynx could bring real 
economic benefits to 
remote rural areas either 
directly, as people seek 
opportunities to catch a 
g l i mp s e  o f  s u c h 
charismatic species, or 
indirectly, by acting as a 
power ful  icon of 
wildness.  
 
Another advantage of the 
human fascination with 

c h a r i s m a t i c  l a r g e 
carnivores is that there exists a much greater 
potential to attract sponsorship from private 
sources. If marketed prudently, a lynx 
reintroduction project could attract considerable 
funding which would otherwise not be available to 
nature conservation. 
 
It could be argued that all these advantages to 
having lynx in the landscape could apply to wolves 
too. However, there are fundamental differences 
between the two species, which mean that lynx 
generally are much easier for people in rural areas 
to live alongside. Unlike lynx, wolves live in packs 
and hunt effectively in open habitats by chasing 
prey. Consequently, they can cause considerable 
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problems by preying on pasture-grazed livestock. 
In countries such as Slovakia and Romania, where 
there are good populations of lynx, wolf and bear, 
the shepherds are concerned mainly with protecting 
their stock from wolves and bears. Losses to lynx 
are negligible. In landscapes where sheep are 
grazed in open pasture (as opposed to forest), as is 
the case with the vast majority of sheep in 
continental Europe and Scotland, then losses to 
lynx are very small scale and localised.   
 
In the Swiss Northwestern Alps, 350 of 456 (77%) 
sheep pastures experienced no depredation by lynx 
in 20 years. A further 15% experienced only one 
incidence during this time. The distance of the 
pasture from woodland or scrub has a strong 
bearing on levels of depredation. In the Swiss Alps, 
almost 90% of lynx kills of sheep occurred within 
200m of the forest edge. The grazing of sheep, 
particularly lambs, away from the forest edge 
reduces the risk considerably. Problem lynx 
repeatedly taking sheep are shot under licence, 
while those hotspots that appear to be predisposed 
to depredation by a succession of lynx, justify the 
use of more costly protection measures. The use of 
shepherds, or guarding animals such as livestock-
guarding dogs, donkeys and llamas are all 
recommended for reducing lynx depredation, and 
are most cost effective where there is an acute 
problem such as at hotspots. Recently in 
Switzerland, government funds have been used to 
help reduce conflict between lynx and sheep 
farmers by encouraging changes in animal 
husbandry, subsidising protection measures and 
compensating for losses. This has been effective, 
with the annual number of livestock killed by 
Switzerland’s 100 or so lynx dropping year by year 
to just 15 in 2006. By contrast, in the same year the 
number of sheep killed by the handful of wolves 
that have crossed the frontier from Italy, stood at 
almost 100. 
 
Encouragingly, we already have a template in 
Scotland for the successful assimilation of a 
reintroduced and iconic large predator into the rural 
economy. Persecuted to extinction as vermin, the 
white-tailed eagle is now highly valued and 
protected by the islanders of Mull despite the odd 
lamb being taken now and then. These losses to the 

local economy are more than offset by the 
considerable revenue brought to the island by 
wildlife tourists who come to see the thriving eagle 
population. The Mull Eagle Scheme offers 
financial support to hill sheep farmers who manage 
their lambs in a way that reduces the likelihood of 
predation by the eagles. Furthermore, the scheme 
rewards farmers who improve habitat and help 
safeguard the eagles by monitoring their nests. It is 
this kind of positive agri-environmental funding 
which could permit the painless absorption of lynx 
into the worked and farmed landscapes of modern 
Scotland. 
 
The availability of forested habitats and suitable 
wild prey indicates that Scotland offers favourable 
conditions for lynx reintroduction in Scotland. 
Indeed it is possible that their reinstatement, in 
addition to restoring natural processes in the forest 
ecosystem, may actually bring economic 
opportunities in rural areas. However, the 
reintroduction of lynx in Scotland will not be 
effortless and occasionally their behaviour will 
need to be managed. Their restoration will only 
succeed if the rural human population is closely 
involved and is willing to co-exist with them. A 
meaningful and respectful dialogue is therefore 
essential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Internet links 
 
For further information about lynx, visit the 
Eurasian Lynx Online Information System 
for Europe at:  
www.kora.ch/en/proj/elois/online 
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delegates were present, including representatives 
from Scottish Natural Heritage, the Forestry 
Commission for Scotland, The Ramblers 
Association, and university students, journalists 
and members of the public.   
 
The conference was split between presentations in 
the mornings, and workshops in the afternoons; 
Roy Dennis, who was instrumental in the 
reintroduction of ospreys and white-tailed eagles to 
Scotland, emphasised in his presentation the need 
for advocates to have detailed knowledge of the 
species they are trying to reintroduce, and 
preferably experience of that species in countries 
where they are present, in order to have credibility 
with opponents and the public.  He reiterated that 
there is too much caution and that reintroductions 
should be moving ahead at a faster pace, and 
expressed the view that community-led 
reintroductions are likely to have the best chance of 
success.  The idea of community involvement was 

F ollowing the “Scary or What?” event near 
Cirencester in 2006, this September the 
Wildland Network and Trees for Life hosted 

“Wild, Free and Coming Back?” at Findhorn, on 
the Moray Firth in Scotland. The two-day 
conference examined the issues surrounding 
reintroduction of once-native species to Scotland, 
including beavers (shortly to be reintroduced on a 
trial basis at Knapdale on the west coat of 
Scotland), wild boar, lynx and wolves. 
 
Wolves and Humans were at the event with our 
information display about wolves in Europe, 
protecting livestock from predators, and 
reintroduction of wolves to Scotland.  The 
Foundation also sponsored Robin Rigg of the 
Slovak Wildlife Society to attend, bringing the 
benefit of over ten years experience of large 
carnivores and the issues and conflicts surrounding 
co-existence with people in rural communities to 
the workshops and discussions.  A diverse range of 

Wild, Free and Coming 
Back? 

Grey wolf Canis lupus.  Photo: Vladimir Bologov 



also highlighted in Philip Ashmole’s presentation 
on the Carrifran Wildwood Project. Carrifran is a 
650-hectare (1,600 acre) glacial valley near Moffat 
in the Southern Uplands of Scotland, typically 
denuded of trees.  On 1st January 2000, the glen 
was purchased for nearly £400,000, funded entirely 
from private individuals and charitable trusts, 
raised by a dedicated team from the local 
community.  Since the purchase, over 450,000 
native trees and shrubs have been planted, with the 
aim of creating a natural, wild and functioning 

wooded ecosystem for the benefit of wildlife and to 
inspire further regeneration in Scotland. 
 
Iain Valentine, from the Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland, gave an informative presentation about 
the process leading up to the approved trial release 
of beavers in Knapdale Forest, Argyll, in Spring 
2009, after more than twelve years of discussions 
and false starts.  The route to eventual approval by 
the Scottish government echoes the events leading 
to reintroduction of wolves in Yellowstone 
National Park and Arizona in the USA in the 
1990s, with a partnership of organisations 
promoting reintroduction (in this case the RZSS 
and Scottish Wildlife Trust); much behind the 
scenes discussion with other interests, in particular 
the Forestry Commission for Scotland, who own 
Knapdale; a detailed rationale for the release 
location; and extensive public consultation and 
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stakeholders meetings. The importance of focussed 
education and research in the process was also 
emphasised. 
 
Attitudes to predators in Scotland were explored by 
Peter Cairns, co-founder of the Tooth and Claw 
project, who called for good marketing of large 
carnivores, with a long-term education and public 
relations campaign essential for future 
reintroduction prospects, and author and 
broadcaster Kenny Taylor, who gave an interesting 

presentation about animals 
in Scottish folklore.  Alan 
Watson Feathers tone, 
founder of Trees for Life, 
suggested that cultural 
events with a theme of 
native species would help 
increase acceptance and 
support for their return.  
 
D i s c u ss i on s  b e t wee n 
presentations were wide-
ranging, and included 
comment on the length of 
time needed to change 
legislation in Scotland - 
over ten years in some 
cases - following a 

suggestion that animals such 
as wild boar should not be subject to the 
Dangerous Wild Animals Act, as they are no more 
dangerous than cows or deer.  It was also suggested 
that it might take a change of ministers in Scottish 
government before reintroductions can move 
forward.  This happened in the case of wolves in 
Yellowstone, and political changes in Alaska have 
heavily influenced controversial wolf control 
policy there. 
 
Afternoon workshops on the first day covered the 
questions, “what?” “where?” and “how?” for 
reintroduction of species such as beaver, lynx, 
wolf, as well as herbivores and birds.  As might be 
expected with an animal that arouses such a wide 
range of emotions and opinions, the wolf workshop 
was slightly chaotic and answers and conclusions 
were hard to define.  The lynx workshop fared 
better, benefiting from a focal presence in David 

Carrifran, near Moffat in the Southern Uplands.  Photo: Richard Morley 
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Hetherington, who has published several papers on 
historical lynx presence in the UK and the 
suitability of current habitat in Scotland for lynx.  
As seen elsewhere in this issue, Dr Hetherington 
makes a convincing argument for consideration of 
the lynx as a realistic candidate for reintroduction.  
Perhaps this is an issue for wolf reintroduction 
prospects - there is no clear leading advocate; 
everyone feels they know something about wolves 
and has an opinion on how best to bring it back, 
whereas most people will admit to knowing little 
about lynx.  Such an advocate for the wolf may 
need to have a scientific background, be an 
effective communicator and be local, in order to be 
credible. 
 
Richard Morley from Wolves and Humans set the 
scene for a workshop on ‘Perceptions of predators’ 
on the second day, which explored the barriers to 
reintroduction created by people’s perceptions of 
large predators, what could make people change 
their minds about them, and how do go about doing 
this.  The conclusions of a lively workshop 
discussion were that a lack of knowledge creates 
polarity of views about predators, and that 
education and importantly, involvement can help 
change people’s minds and perceptions.  Money, as 
ever, could also help change minds – the example 
of Sweden, where incentives are paid to farmers to 
tolerate large carnivores on their land, rather than 
simply paying compensation for loss of livestock, 
was given to show how this can be done in a 
positive way.  The question of how to educate the 
public and stakeholders to improve perceptions in 
order to overcome barriers proved trickier to pin 
down, with differences of opinion emerging even 
between people working in the education sector.  
Again, general agreement on an education strategy 
would need to be reached before any serious 
attempt to reintroduce predators is made.   Robin 
Rigg was invited to contribute to the workshop on 
farming and forestry issues, as much of the work of 
the Slovak Wildlife Society and the BEARS 
project involves resolving conflicts within this 
sector. 
 
While the conference was largely positive about 
reintroductions, it was in for the most part 
preaching to the converted. A report in the 

Scotsman newspaper titled “‘Too conservative’ 
Scotland urged to speed up return of missing lynx”, 
in which Roy Dennis calls for Scotland to 
accelerate plans to reintroduce extinct species, 
prompted a flood of comments on the Scotsman 
website (both positive and negative), including: -  
 
“I doubt they will last long. Farmers will be getting 
their rifles ready.” 
 
“Here we go again. More foreigners from England 
who think that the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
are playparks for the idle rich. They are not. 
People live and work in these areas.” 
 
“If the wolves don't decimate the deer herds first 
they will certainly cost farmers a heck of a lot of 
money as the wolves slaughter their sheep and 
cattle.” 
 
At the same time as the conference was being held 
at Findhorn, farmers in Wester Ross were 
complaining that reintroduced white-tailed eagles 
are killing hundreds of lambs. A crofter was quoted 
on the BBC website, saying, “We feel they put the 
birds here without our consent and without asking 
our advice.” At a public meeting in Poolewe 
attended by Scottish MPs, representatives from 
Scottish Natural Heritage and the RSPB at the end 
of September, farmers, crofters and members of the 
public called for releases to be stopped, and for 
eggs to be removed from nests to prevent further 
expansion. Some even said all eagles should be 
removed and returned to Norway.   
 
The response to the Scotsman article, and the 
controversy over the sea eagle, demonstrate the 
strength of feeling that exists concerning  
reintroducing predators, relating not only to the 
species involved, but also the social, economic and 
political situation in Scotland.  Successful future 
reintroductions will depend on in-depth 
understanding of these factors, and a willingness to 
include all stakeholders in discussions, and work 
through differences.   
 
After the 2006 event, it was evident that even 
within the conservation community there is a wide 
range of agendas and points of view relating to 
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There was more optimism and enthusiasm for the 
return of the lynx, although the issue of free-
ranging sheep farming is still a major barrier, and 
solutions suggested such as a scheme to move 
sheep farming to lowland areas, are likely to prove 
over-simplistic in the real world. 
 
Congratulations to Trees for Life and the Wildland 
Network for a well-organised event. Overall, the 
conference was a positive step, and it is to be 
hoped that a regular forum can be organised to 
improve education, bring people from different 
agencies together to exchange ideas and monitor 
progress. The opportunity also exists through such 
events to learn from the experiences of those 
involved with other large carnivore reintroductions 
in Europe and North America. 

reintroductions, and listening to the discussions this 
time, little seems to have changed. It was also 
apparent that the general level of knowledge about 
large carnivore biology and ecology needs to 
improve even amongst those promoting 
reintroduction, and this is perhaps where an 
education campaign needs to start. There were no 
major landowners or representatives from the 
National Farmers Union, gamekeepers associations 
or crofting associations present at the conference, 
and advocates of reintroduction will need to be 
better informed and present a coherent, credible and 
unified case to persuade these parties, as well as 
Scottish Natural Heritage, to take reintroduction 
seriously.  The overall mood at the conference 
seemed to be that Scotland is not yet ready for the 
wolf, nor indeed are those who advocate its return. 

 

Further Reading 
 
If you are interested in learning more about wolf 
reintroductions and the personal experiences of 
those involved, the following books are 
recommended: 
 
Decade of the Wolf, by Douglas W Smith and 
Gary Ferguson. 
Wolf Wars, by Hank Fischer. 
The Return of the Wolf to Yellowstone, by 
Thomas McNamee. 
Back to the Blue: The Return of the 
Mexican Grey Wolf, by Bobbie Holaday. 
Shadow Mountain, by Renee Askins. 
The New Wolves, by Rick Bass. 
 
For an insight into the socio-political and legal 
aspects of reintroductions in the USA, the 
following are suggested: 
 
Wolves and Human Communities; Biology 
Politics and Ethics, edited by Virginia A 
Sharpe, Bryan Norton and Strachan Donnelly. 
Beyond Wolves: The Politics of Wolf 
Recovery and Management, by Martin A Nie. 
 
 
 

Recommended background reading on the  
situation for large carnivores in Europe: 
 
Action Plan for the Conservation of 
Wolves in Europe, by Luigi Boitani. 
Action Plan for the Conservation of the 
Eurasian Lynx in Europe, by Urs 
Breitenmoser, Christine Breitenmoser-Würsten, 
Henryk Okarma, Thomas Kaphegyi, Ursula 
Kaphygyi-Wallmann, Ulrich M Müller. 
 
All of these publications are available through the 
Wolves and Humans website. 
 

Internet links 
 
Trees for Life: 
www.treesforlife.org.uk 
Wildland Network: 
www.wildland-network.org.uk 
Carrifran Wildwood Project:  
www.carrifran.org.uk 
Tooth & Claw: 
www.toothandclaw.org.uk 
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E nvironmental groups, including WWF, 
have called for proposals to cull more than 
100 wolves in the Spanish region of 

Castilla y León to be rejected.  The proposed quota 
for wolf hunting is part of the region’s plan for the 
conservation and management of the wolf, drawn 
up by a committee of representatives from the 
Ministry of Environment, and Agriculture, Spanish 
universities and farming and hunting associations.  
WWF Spain, who are part of the committee, claim 
they and other environmental groups were not 
informed in time of the date and venue of the latest 
meeting in September, when the proposals were 
made, and so were unable to put their views across.   
 
The cull comes as farmers in northern León claim 
that the wolf population is increasing faster than 
the human population, as people migrate to the 
cities. Villages around the town of Riaño have lost 
two-thirds of their population in recent years, and 
there are believed to be 17 wolf packs in the area.  
Farmers also claim livestock is under increasing 
attack; wolves are claimed to be responsible for the 
death of 2,000 sheep and 20 cows every year in 

Castilla y León alone. 
Conservationists believe 
many attacks on cattle are 
actually carried out by feral 
dogs. 
 
Numbers of Iberian wolves, 
Canis lupus signatus in Spain 
have increased from around 
200 in the 1970s, to an 
estimated 3,000 in 2006, with 
around half living in northern 
Castilla y León. The Sierra 
del Culebra in Zamora has 
become known as one of the 
best places in Europe to see 
wolves, attracting large 
numbers of eco-tourists every 

year.  In 2006, 122 wolves were legally killed in 
the region, with an estimated 300 a year killed 
illegally by poachers. 
 
According to GEDEMOL, an environmental group 
for the protection of the eastern Leonese 
mountains, and ASCEL, an organisation for the 
protection and study of the Iberian wolf, healthy 
wolf numbers are a key factor in controlling 
numbers of ungulates such as wild boar and deer, 
which threaten fragile populations of capercaillie 
and partridge.  They have accused the regional 
government of Castilla y León of pushing an 
environmental policy based around hunting and 
fishing and claim that it contravenes regulations 
governing sites in the region included in the Natura 
2000 network. WWF believe it is unacceptable to 
eliminate between 10-30% of the wolf population 
without consultation with environmental groups 
and the public.  Such a cull would also affect 
wolves in the Picos de Europa National Park, 
which falls partly in the province of León.  Wolves 
from the region also disperse into neighbouring 
Galicia, Cantabria and Asturias, where farmers are 

Pressure mounts on 
wolves in northern Spain 

Iberian wolf Canis lupus signatus  Photo: Robert Lyle 
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worried that wolves will increase, posing greater 
threat to livestock.  
 
Livestock numbers in the region have also 
significantly increased in recent years. 
Compensation is paid for livestock killed by wolves 
in Castilla y León by the regional government; 
GEDEMOL estimate that payments in the area of 
Riaño average around 14,000 euros per year, while 
the compensation paid for damage caused by deer 
and wild boar averages around 122,000 euros. 
 
This latest controversy over Spain’s management of 
its wolves follows an agreement between Spain and 
the EU in 2007 to lift the ban on hunting wolves 
south of the river Douro, where populations are 
expanding in Extremadura, Madrid and Cuenca 
provinces.  

 Editorial 

Photo: Robert Lyle 

Internet links 
 
Iberian Nature:  
www.iberianature.com/mammals/wolves  
ASCEL:  
www.loboiberico.com (in Spanish) 
Signatus: 
www.signatus.org 

GEDEMOL:  
www.gedemol.com (in Spanish) 
WWF Spain:  
www.wwf.es (in Spanish) 

However, as a UK-based charity, we recognise 
that there is considerable interest in bringing back 
our lost species, and we aim to present the facts 
about wolves and share experiences working with 
people who live and work alongside wolves and 
other large carnivores, in order to enable people to 
consider and discuss the issues at a more 
meaningful level than sensationalist media stories.  
 
We look forward to working with some of the 
groups and individuals present at the Findhorn 
event to educate and inform, and hopefully lay the 
foundations for serious debate about possible 
reintroductions in the future. 
 

Reintroduction of predators to the UK continues to 
make news, with tales of hundreds of lambs being 
slaughtered prompting calls for white-tailed eagle 
releases in Scotland to be stopped. The conference 
reported on in this issue also featured in both the 
Independent and the Telegraph newspapers.   
 
It is worth reiterating Wolves and Humans’ 
position:  we do not campaign for reintroduction of 
wolves, and consider that at the current time the 
limited resources available to conservation groups 
are better spent on working towards achieving a 
model for co-existence between rural communities 
and predators in countries where they still exist or 
are returning through natural recolonisation.   



News 
CASH BONANZA FOR FRENCH 
FARMERS IN WOLF COUNTRY 

 
The return of the wolf to France has bought an 
influx of Euro-cash to the area around St-Martin-
Vésubie, close to Mercantour National Park, in the 
south-east of the country.  The European Union’s 
LIFE programme has put millions of Euros into the 
region, and the French government pays out around 
4 million Euros (£3.2m) in compensation and 
protection measures to livestock farmers.  
According to the mayor of St-Martin-Vésubie, 
speaking in the Times newspaper, some farmers are 
taking advantage of lax compensation rules and the 
difficulty of proving losses are caused by wolves. 
 
The area has also benefited from the opening of a 
new wolf-themed tourist attraction called Alpha, 
The Time of the Wolf, in 2005. 
 
Despite the financial benefits, many still want the 
wolves removed, including one farmer from near 
the ski resort of Isola, who claims wolves are 
losing their fear of people and have started raiding 
dustbins. 

 
Wolves and Humans is the newsletter of the Wolves and 

Humans Foundation. However, the views expressed in articles 
do not necessarily reflect those of the Foundation. Any queries, 

letters or articles for publication should be sent to: 
 

Wolves and Humans, 2 Blackrod Cottages,  
Compton Durville, South Petherton,  

Somerset, TA13 5EX, 
United Kingdom. 

 
t: +44 (0)1460 242593    

 
e:  info@wolvesandhumans.org 

 
w: www.wolvesandhumans.org 

 
Registered charity no: 1111289 
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BBC SEEKS PEOPLE WITH A 
PASSION FOR WILDLIFE AND 
CONSERVATION FOR NEW SHOW 
 
BBC One is looking for nine people to take part in 
the experience of a lifetime for a new show ‘To 
The Ends of The Earth’, and has asked Wolves and 
Humans to help find participants with a passion for 
conservation. Encountering extraordinary animals 
in amazing wild locations and testing yourself to 
the limit, this series will culminate with one 
exceptional individual securing a year’s placement 
at the BBC’s award winning Natural History Unit.   
 
If you are over 18 years old and can demonstrate 
your passion for the natural world the BBC want to 
hear from you. To apply, email your name to 
endsoftheearth@bbc.co.uk (please mention Wolves 
and Humans in your email) and an application form 
will be emailed to you.  
 
The deadline for applications is 26th November 
2008.  Successful candidates may spend up to ten 
weeks away from home in spring 2009. 

 
WOLVES IN USA BACK UNDER 

FEDERAL PROTECTION 
  
A judge in the USA has reversed the de-listing of 
wolves in the Northern Rocky Mountains from the 
Endangered Species Act, and they will be returned 
to federal protection.  The decision comes after 
environmental groups applied for an injunction 
following the return of responsibility for wolf 
management to the  states of Wyoming, Idaho and 
Montana in April this year, and the subsequent 
recommencement of wolf-hunting.    
 
A district judge has also ruled against the de-listing 
in 2007 of wolves in Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Michigan.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service say 
they have not decided if or when they will seek to 
de-list wolves again. 
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